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What is The Grasshopper Myth?

Lately I've been talking about a new mind set
we need to develop as a local church, which is essen-
tial to being a healthy body! This healthy mind set has
to do with church growth, mainly spiritual church
growth. And how you and | view the local church, a
successful local church. And that is the question.
What is a successful church in the eyes of God? Af-
ter all, He should know, He birthed the church. To an-
swer that question, we must answer the above ques-
tion first.

What is the grasshopper myth? Definition:
The false impression that our Small Church ministry
is less than what God says it is because we com-
pare ourselves with others. Origin: The Hebrews at
the edge of the Promised Land. All the people we saw
there are of great size. ...We seemed like grasshoppers
in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them:
Numbers 13:32-33 Symptoms: Lack of vision, faith,
courage, effectiveness and freedom. Prognosis: A
lifetime of wandering, whining and placing blame.
And yes, it is contagious. Treatment: There’s a New
Small Church in town - a place of hope and healing.
We’ve discovered the benefits of thinking small.
And it’s got nothing to do with small thinking. We’ve
come to realize that our small size is not a problem
to be fixed, but a strategic advantage God wants to
use. We’re heading out with vision, faith and cour-
age into places God wants us to go. Places giants
cannot tread.

And | Am Not a Failure If my church is small,
how can | call myself, my church or my ministry a
success? How can | even call the church healthy?
Don’t all healthy things grow? Yes they do. The prob-
lem is that too many of us have defined church suc-
cess and health by numbers. And not just by any num-
bers. By two specific numbers. Butts in the seats and
bucks in the offering. The higher the better. This ob-
session with numerical growth is not healthy.

The Lord wants quality; He wants genuine fol-
lowers that are faithful to Him at all costs. We are to
build our lives on Him, and not on the principles of the
world. And we are to leave quantity up to Him. Jesus

said: Matt 16:18 18 And | also say to you that you are Pe-
ter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. Jesus is the
builder, so all growth, numerical and spiritual is up to
Him. Our focus is to build our lives upon the Rock, and
not upon the sand! Jesus said: Matt 7:24-27 24
"Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and
does them, | will liken him to a wise man who built his
house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house;
and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 But
everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not
do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on
the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell.
And great was its fall.”

We want to be wise people who build our lives on

the Rock who is Jesus, and all He has taught us, not on
the principles of this world, which is sand. Our vocabu-

lary must change; we must speak the words of Jesus.
Jesus does not measure success by what is large or
small, but upon our obedience. Jesus said: Matt 7:21-
23 21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will
of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that
day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name,

cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders
in Your name?' 23 And then | will declare to them, ' nev-
er knew you; depart from Me, you who practice law-

lessness!’ As long as we seek to please the Father only,

we will always be a success in the eyes of our Lord, and
we will always overcome the giants in our lives, even
though we may feel like grasshoppers as we face them.
Jesus said: John 8:29 And He who sent Me is with Me.
The Father has not left Me alone, for | always do those

things that please Him."

Until the trumpet sounds, 1 Thess. 4:13-18

Jastoy Geavge



How Can You Obtain a Walk in the Spirit?

“I say then: Walk in the Spirit” (Galatians
5:16). The command to walk 1in the
Spirit is given to all, not just to a few
“supersaints.”

Here are three things every follower of
Jesus may do to obtain this walk:

1. You must go after this walk with everything in
you. Ask, and it will be given to you; seek,
and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you” (Luke 11:9).

If you are saved, the Holy Spirit has al-
ready been given to you. Now ask Him to take
over—surrender to Him! You have to deter-
mine in your heart that you want Him to lead
and guide you. Moses, speaking of the latter
days, said, “But from there you will seek the
LORD your God, and you will find Him if you
seek Him with all your heart and with all your
soul” (Deuteronomy 4:29)

2. Focus on knowing and hearing the Spirit—and
get your eyes off your trouble and temptation. Paul,
Silas and Timothy would have wallowed in
fear and depression if they had focused on their
troubles. Instead, they focused on the Lord,
praising and worshiping Him.

Most of the time when we go to prayer,
we focus on past failures. We replay our de-
feats, saying, “Oh, how far up the road I would
be if I hadn’t failed God and messed up.”
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Forget everything in your past—it is all
under the blood! Forget about the future, too.
Instead, focus only on the Holy Spirit, with your
whole mind and heart.

3. Give quality time to communion with the Holy
Spirit. Wait patiently on the Lord and minister
praises to Him. Take authority over every other
voice that whispers thoughts to you. Believe that
the Spirit will not let you be deceived or blinded.

“He who is in you is greater than he who is in
the world” (1 John 4:4).

From God is Faithful by David Wilkerson
Page 191, June 19
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The righteous man walks in his integrity; His
children are blessed after him. Prov. 20:7 (NKJV)
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6 Sat  Ladies Garden Party 11 am
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7 Sun  Communion Service 11 am

Q 13 Sat  Men's Breakfast 8 am Q

@ 21 Sun  Father's Day Service 11 am @
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21 Sun  First Day of Summer
27 Sat Evangelism Outreach 9-11 am
weather permitting)
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